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Should convicted felons have the right to vote?
Introduction
There are over six million people in the United States who are convicted of a felony, and they are prohibited from taking part in voting activities. This condition is mainly known as disenfranchisement. Most importantly, every state in the United States has unique laws about disenfranchisement. In some states, the individuals in prisons may be denied the right to vote even when they complete their prison term. Additionally, there is also mixed reactions about whether the Americans in prisons should be given the right to vote. Some individuals feel that the convicted people should be punished by denying them their voting rights while others maintain that it is everyone should participate in the elections as longs as he or she meets the constitutional voting requirements. To evaluate and analyze this issue, the literature will focus on examining explaining why it is necessary for convicted individuals to take part in elections. 
It is necessary to note that the Americans have divided views about how their fellow Americans in the correctional systems should be treated. There are people who believe that persons serving a custodial sentence should be severely punished and that their voting rights should also be revoked. However, there are other people who view correctional facilities like rehabilitation centers where individuals convicted for a felony are offered with opportunities to transform them into responsible individuals who can integrate back effectively with the society once their sentence term is over. Making the correctional facilities places where the convicted individuals may obtain the essential services have access to other freedoms that other people enjoy may aid the prison system achieving their overall goal and objective which is to facilitate the transition of the convicted individuals to more responsible people. 
Additionally, if the country and the society aims at successfully rehabilitating the felony convicted individuals, it is necessary to ensure that these people are provided with their basic rights and also allowed to take part in the democratic processes. The convicted people also have the moral and constitutional right to choose who leads and governs them. Denying convicted felons this right humiliates and dehumanizes them (Walsh 4). It is also an essential understanding that many streets in the United States are widespread with white collar criminals, individuals out with bail as well as other individuals who might be waiting for their conviction date. Certainly, if persons convicted for crimes they committed and are not serving are custodial sentences are permitted and authorized to take part in the voting process, then convicted criminals who are locked up should not be treated inhumanly than those free in the society.
It is crucial to note that the voting right is fundamental in American democracy. Most importantly, the American history has successful tussles which were mainly aimed at expanding the franchise and accommodate the individuals who were formerly prevented from participating in the electoral process because of their race and gender among other factors. It was as a result of the sacrifices, and the struggles people went through that now most Americans from the diverse background can take part in the voting process. It is estimated that over four million of the people convicted for felony participate in all activities that other non-convicted members of the public take part in. These include working and looking after their families. However, the convicted people are disadvantaged when they are prevented from participating in the electoral process to choose the kind of leaders they want. Felony disenfranchisement does not have to provide any legitimate aim. It is necessary for the law to be changed so that persons convicted for a felony should be allowed to register just like other eligible citizens, and they should not be required to provide any special documents.
Abraham Lincoln described democracy of a country as the “government of the people, by the people, for the people” (Wood 8). Over the years, the nation has moved closer towards the democratic principle that it was decades ago. However, felony disenfranchisement has proved to be a major barrier that hinders convicted citizens from taking part in one of the most important democratic processes. In the past, voting rights were limited to white people. However, the enfranchisement has been expanded over the years by promoting and fighting for a just and equal society. The Fifteenth Amendment of the constitution enfranchised the black men, but other policies such as the literacy tests prevented them from participating in the voting processes (Wood 8). Additionally, the Voting Rights Act prohibited and disallowed the literacy tests and other requirements that blocked African Americans from voting. Therefore, it is clear that upholding disenfranchisement for people with criminal records contrast, and it also goes against the wishes of the Americans. Turning down the voting rights of the convicted American contradicts universal suffrage. Every citizen is eligible to cast a vote regardless of his or her criminal record. Abolishing the laws providing the convicted felony from participating in the electoral process is a key way of promoting political equality.
There are several politicians in the United States who have currently expressed their views about felony disenfranchisement. For example, Senator Elizabeth Warren has stipulated that since the convicted individuals pay taxes, adhere to the country’s laws and also support their families; they should be eligible to vote (Bouie 2). Most Americans and lawmakers have significantly criticized the laws and procedure that exclude the over six million convicted people from the ballot box. In last year, there are different states that have restored voting rights to felons immediately after they complete their sentences. This move by the states raises a very fundamental question of whether there is a need to disenfranchise felons. Denying people the right to vote should not be taken as a form of punishment for crimes they committed. Most importantly, people should not be punished twice for the same crime. After completing one’s prison term, there should not be restrictions which are aimed at punishing or discipline the convicted even harder. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The convicted felons in United States should be allowed to enjoy their rights to vote just like felons from other democracies.  For example, prisoners from countries such as Germany retain their voting rights. In such countries, the right to vote may only be revoked for particular crimes and cases are mandatory disenfranchisement are usually very rare. The constitution empowers the government to obstruct people rights to vote after engaging in crimes and other rebellious activities, doing so confines people involved in the political process and this can make people lose their place in the society. When the felons are excluded from the most social processes, they are subjected to a social death where they have no say. In America, the incarcerated individuals still possess some rights such as the freedom of worshiping and the law also allows them to protest in case of mistreatment by correctional officers and when the conditions in the prisons are inhumane. It is also necessary to understand that the convicted felons also exercise their freedom of speech by writing poems, books, novels, and other publications (Bouie 11). Their rich literature mainly addresses their views, opinions, and perspectives about social and political issues. If the felons can examined and address the political issues affecting the country and even communicate them to other people through writing, then they should be capacitated to participate in the electoral process. 
There are individuals who maintain that criminal transgressions make the felons ill-suited for participating in a democratic society. To the contrary, it is vital to comprehend that there is no nature of a crime, even the ones perceived to be serious, that can leave someone unable to make informed political choices and decisions. Most importantly, losing one’s liberty does not mean that an individual has lost his or her capability to reason. The felons are usually more or less intelligent and logical than anybody else who is eligible for participating in the voting process.
Furthermore, enfranchisement may also help in recusing the issues of racial disparities that revolve around criminal enforcement as well as sentencing (Bouie 16). The most affected individuals are the minority groups especially the African Americans who comprise of the highest percentage in the criminal justice system constitute a huge number of individuals who are denied their voting rights, and this has continuously caused division among members of different communities. It is necessary to note that one’s citizenship does not expire after getting involves in undesirable behavior. Therefore, although the convicted felons have been involved in dreadful and horrific activities, denying them, their voting rights should be considered as a grave exception and it ought not to be a part of anyone’s life. 
It is necessary to understand that convicted people cannot be treated as second class citizens and be expected to behave and act as first class citizens. Therefore, it is crucial to change the laws so that we can alter how the convicted felons are treated while in the prisons and when they are allowed to integrate back to the community. Disenfranchisement should be viewed as a tough civil sanction that is misused and abused by a democratic society. Under this system, the felons are condemned, and they are also left voiceless during voting. Allowing the convicted felons to vote is a better way of ensuring that they are not continuously punished for a past crime. Most importantly, as human beings, we believe in second chances and the United States being the land of opportunities, the felons should be allowed and capacitated to pursue their goals and dreams just like the other people. To Guarantee the American people, including the convicted felons a good life, then people participation in the democratic processes should not be limited. 
The government of the United States expected that the felons should transition from being a convicted prisoner to an accountable and responsible citizen. This is only possible when someone gets involved in volunteering works, takes part in community activities, and also chooses responsible leaders through voting (Wood 8). It is only through involvement in all these activities that an individual can successfully fit in his or her society. Restricting the felons their voting rights might make them feel like they are different from the ret members of the community and this might cause further problems where one may exclude his or herself from the other members in the community which may undermine the objectives of the collection systems and other components of the criminal justice system.
Conclusion
	Having explained why it is necessary for convicted individuals to take part in elections, it is clear that when the convicted felons participate in the electoral process, they are exercises the rights just like other ordinary citizens and they make it easy for them to transitions to responsible members in the community. Additionally, since the convicted felons participate in other activities such as paying taxes and taking care of the family members they should also be allowed to choose the kind of leaders they want through elections. Additionally, allowing the felons to vote may be helpful in seeing themselves equal to other citizens and not like second class citizens.  
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